
English Writing Curriculum – Emerald Class (Years 5 & 6) – Cycle A 
 
 
Emerald Class Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Themes & curricular focus Earth and Space 
Science 

 
 

National Poetry Day  

Celebrating Difference 
English and PSHEe  

Africa – The Cradle of 
Humankind 
Geography 

What was the impact of World 
War 2 on the people of Britain? 

History 

How can we make our local 
area more environmentally 

friendly? 
Geography 

Why do oceans matter? 
Geography 

Core Texts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiction 
Non-fiction 

Poetry & Rhyme 
 

 
 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

 
 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
 

 
 

Secrets of a Sun King by                   
Emma Carroll 

 
 

Goodnight Mister Tom by 
Michelle Magorian 

 
 

How to Save the World with a 
Chicken and an Egg by Emma 

Shevah 

 
 

The Lost Whale by Hannah Gold 

Supporting Texts 
 

Children 
 Maintain positive attitudes to reading 

and understanding of what they read 
by:  
 continuing to read and discuss an 

increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks;  

 reading books that are structured 
in different ways and reading for 
a range of purposes;  

 increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including 
myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary heritage, and 
books from other cultures and 
traditions;  

 making comparisons within and 
across books;  

 learning a wider range of poetry 
by heart; 

 preparing poems and plays to 
read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is clear to an 
audience. 

 Participate in discussions about books 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously. 

 

The Skies Above my Eyes by 
Charlotte Guillain and Yuval 

Zommer 
 

The Cosmic Diary of our 
Incredible Universe by Tim 

Peake 
 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee 
Shetterly 

 
Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers 

 
The Sea of Tranquility by Mark 

Haddon 
 

Space Oddity 
 

 
 
 

A Place Called Perfect by 
Helena Duggan 

 
A Different Sort of Normal by 

Abigail Balfe 
 

Locomotion by Jacqueline 
Woodson 

 
Moth by Isabel Thomas and 

Daniel Egneus  
 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them by J.K. Rowling – 

Amazing Evolution: The 
Journey of Life by                  

Wesley Robins 

 

Too Small Tola by Atinuke 
 & Onyinye Iwu 

 
On My Papa’s Shoulders by 

Niki Daly 
 

Lila and the Secret of Rain by 
David Conway 
 & Jude Daly 

 
A Full Moon is Rising by Marilyn 

Singer 
 

Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai 
and the Trees of Kenya by 

Donna Jo Napoli 
 & Kadir Nelson 

 
Africa, Amazing Africa: Country 

by Country by Atinuke 
 & Mouni Feddag 

 

 

The Missing by Michael Rosen 
 

Once by Morris Gleitzman 
 

Resist by Tom Palmer 
 

Letters from the Lighthouse by 
Emma Carroll 

 

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne 
Frank 

 

Erika’s Story by Ruth Vander 
Zee and Roberto Innocenti 

 

Rose Blanche by Roberto 
Innocenti and Ian McEwan 

 

 

The Last Bear by Hannah Gold 
 

The Lost Words by Robert 
McFarlane and Jackie Morris 

 
Hidden Planet by Ben Rothery 

 
Is This My Home? By Sean 

Henrik Moore 
 

Earth Heroes by Lily Dyu 
 & Amy Blackwell 

 
Daisy Chains by Daniel Wale 

 
 

 

The Whale by Ethan and Vita 
Murrow 

 
Smart About Sharks by Owen 

Davey 
 

Malamander by Thomas Taylor 
 

The Brilliant Deep: Rebuilding 
the World’s Coral Reef by Kate 
Messner & Matthew Forsythe 

 
Oceanarium by Loveday Trinick 

& Teagan White 
 

Ocean: Secrets of the Deep by 
Sabrina Weiss & Giulia De 

Amicis 
 

 



 

2 

 

 

Class Reader 

 
 

The Jamie Drake Equation by 
Christopher Edge 

 
 

Private Peaceful by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 
 

Journey to Jo’Burg by 
Beverley Naidoo 

 
 

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle 
 

 
 

Orphans of the Tide by Struan 
Murray 

 
 

Orphans of the Tide by Struan 
Murray 

Possible Writing Outcomes  
– Writing to Entertain 

 
 

 

Write a poem inspired by the 
poetic moment in the story 

 

Re-tell the story of Space Oddity 

Write a poem which replicates 
a style or format of a chosen 

poem by Lonnie in Locomotion 

Write a multi-chapter adventure 
story revolving around the 
difficulties faced by people 

living in the desert 

Recount a part of the story in 
role using the genre/format of 
your choice e.g. diary entry 

  

Possible Writing Outcomes 
– Writing to Inform 

 

Write character notes/person 
specifications for the characters 

involved in the mission 
 

Write newspaper reports about 
the historic events in the story 

Create an animal and write a 
fact sheet about it exploring 
different styles for language, 
structure and presentation 

 

 Create fact books to teach 
others about items from the 

period 
 

Create an Alfriston Gazette just 
like Willie and his friends do 

 

Recount a part of the story in 
role using the genre/format of 
your choice e.g. diary entry 

  

Possible Writing Outcomes 
– Writing to Persuade 

 

Create adverts and advertising 
brochures to promote Infinity 

Park 

  Debate and write an argument 
in favour or against the 

evacuation of children from 
cities 

  

Possible Writing Outcomes 
– Writing to Discuss 

 

Review the success of the 
mission 

  Debate and write an argument 
in favour or against the 

evacuation of children from 
cities 
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Sentence Building 
Construction 

 
 

 

Introduce Includes parenthesis 
within sentences 
 

Introduce Uses relative 
conjunctions e.g. that, which, 
who  
 

Practise Writes short, irregular 
sentences for effect 

Introduce Begins to use the 
passive voice 
 

Practise When tense is varied, it 
is appropriate to the writing 

Practise Writes dialogue 
alongside narrative successfully 
 

Assess Writes two main clauses 
within the same sentence 

Develop Controls a varied range 
of sentences, including 
parenthesis 
 

Assess Writes dialogue 
accurately and independently 

Embed Maintains a range of 
tenses mostly successfully, even 
when alterations in tense are 
required e.g. shifts between past 
and present 
 

 

Punctuation Introduce Uses punctuation 
associated with parenthesis, e.g. 
pair of commas / pair of dashes 
/ brackets 

Practise Begins to use 
alternative punctuation to 
separate two main clauses e.g. 
semi-colon / colon 

Develop Uses all internal 
punctuation within speech 

Develop Uses a range of 
punctuation to demarcate 
parenthesis 
 

Assess Independently uses 
commas to separate clauses and 
avoid ambiguity 

Develop Uses semi-colons and 
colons to separate clauses 
 

Assess Independently uses all 
punctuation associated with 
dialogue 
 

Uses single inverted commas to 
cite a quotation 

 

Whole Text Building 
 

 
 

Consolidate Write poems in 
different forms e.g. haiku / list / 
free verse / narrative poetry 

 Practise Sometimes 
independently, write poetry in 
different forms using models to 
guide and inspire 

Develop Independently, write 
poetry in different forms using 
models to guide and inspire 

Develop Write a wider range of 
poetry in different forms e.g. 
rhyming / narrative poem / 
mood poem / poems which 
include change of structure / 
riddle etc. 

 

Consolidate Independently use 
fronted adverbials to open some 
sentences 

Introduce Select from a range of 
conjunctions and adverbials, to 
achieve fluency and cohesion 
through the piece  

Practise Link ideas across 
paragraphs using adverbials of 
time or place e.g. later, nearby; 
or tense choices e.g. he had 
seen her before 

Develop Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a wider range 
of cohesive devices to achieve 
fluency and cohesion e.g. 
repetition of word or phrase; 
grammatical connections e.g. 
use of adverbials such as on the 
other hand, in contrast, as a 
consequence; and ellipsis. 

Develop Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a wider range 
of cohesive devices to achieve 
fluency and cohesion e.g. 
repetition of word or phrase; 
grammatical connections e.g. 
use of adverbials such as on the 
other hand, in contrast, as a 
consequence 

Embed Link ideas across 
paragraphs using a wider range 
of cohesive devices to achieve 
fluency and cohesion e.g. 
repetition of word or phrase; 
grammatical connections e.g. 
use of adverbials such as on the 
other hand, in contrast, as a 
consequence; and ellipsis. 

Introduce With some 
independence, organise 
information from beginning to 
end, using meaningful 
paragraphs 

Practise With some 
independence, organise 
information from beginning to 
end, using meaningful 
paragraphs 

Develop Independently organise 
information from beginning to 
end, using meaningful 
paragraphs 
 

Embed Independently organise 
information from beginning to 
end, using meaningful 
paragraphs 

Assess Independently organise 
information from beginning to 
end, using meaningful 
paragraphs 

 

Consolidate Know and use some 
features of the chosen genre 

Introduce Know the features of 
a range of genres 
 

Practise Know and use the 
features of a range of genres 
 

Develop Use the features of a 
range of genres across narrative 
and non-narrative forms 

Embed Confidently use the 
features of a wide range of 
genres across narrative and 
non-narrative forms 

Assess use the features of a 
wide range of genres across 
narrative and non-narrative 
forms 

 Introduce Maintain cohesion 
through judicious vocabulary 
choices 

Practise Maintain cohesion 
through judicious vocabulary 
choices, according to the 
content 

 Develop Maintain cohesion 
through judicious vocabulary 
choices, according to the 
content and purpose of the piece 

 

Consolidate With adult model, 
begin to write a précis of longer 
passages 

Practise Write a précis of longer 
passages 
 

 Develop  Write a summary of 
longer passages 

Embed Write a summary of a 
full text 
 

 

 Introduce Begin to use 
organisational devices to 
structure non-narrative texts 
e.g. headings/underlining/bullet 
points 

Practise Use organisational 
devices to structure non-
narrative texts e.g. 
headings/underlining/bullet 
points 

Develop With increasing 
independence, use 
organisational devices to 
structure a range of non-
narrative texts e.g. columns or 
tables to structure text 

Embed With independence use 
organisational devices to 
structure a range of non-
narrative texts e.g. columns or 
tables to structure text 

Assess Use the full range of 
organisational devices to 
structure a range of non-
narrative texts  

Consolidate Maintain correct 
tense to achieve cohesion, 
sometimes managing change of 
tense when required 

Practise Sustain tense 
accurately through the piece 

Develop Sustain and adjust 
tense accurately through the 
piece 
 

Develop Ensure consistent use of 
tense through the piece 

Embed Ensure consistent and 
correct use of tense through the 
piece 

Assess Ensure consistent and 
correct use of tense through the 
piece 
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Authorial Effect 
 

Introduce Communicate 
coherently and effectively with 
increased confidence, 
independence and audience 
awareness: 
• identify audience / different 
possible audiences 
• identify purpose and how the 
pupil intends to affect that 
audience 
• use other similar writing as 
models for their own 
 
 

Practise Communicate 
coherently and effectively with 
increased confidence, 
independence and audience 
awareness: 
• identify audience / different 
possible audiences 
• identify purpose and how the 
pupil intends to affect that 
audience 
• use other similar writing as 
models for their own 
• plan writing, noting and 
developing initial ideas 
• draft and write, selecting 
appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar to suit purpose and 
audience 
• begin to write in formal ways 
• describe e.g. settings, 
character, atmosphere, using 
well-chosen vocabulary 

 
 

Develop Communicate 
coherently and effectively with 
increased confidence, 
independence and audience 
awareness: 
• identify audience / different 
possible audiences 
• identify purpose and how the 
pupil intends to affect that 
audience 
• use other similar writing as 
models for their own 
• plan writing, noting and 
developing initial ideas 
• draft and write, selecting 
appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar to suit purpose and 
audience 
• begin to write in formal ways 
• describe e.g. settings, 
character, atmosphere, using 
well-chosen vocabulary 
• experiment with and discuss 
vocabulary and effect when 
writing poetry 
• with adult support, integrate 
dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action 
• structure the text to guide the 
reader 
• proof-read for clarity of 
meaning and effect 

Develop Communicate 
coherently and effectively with 
increased confidence, 
independence and audience 
awareness: 
• independently identify 
purpose and potential 
audience/s, and the intended 
effect of their writing upon them 
• draw on reading and research 
to select context and vocabulary 

 

Embed Communicate coherently 
and effectively with increased 
confidence, independence and 
audience awareness: 
• independently identify 
purpose and potential 
audience/s, and the intended 
effect of their writing upon them 
• draw on reading and research 
to select context and vocabulary 
• plan writing, noting and 
developing ideas, either 
independently or through peer 
discussion 
• draft and write, selecting 
appropriate level of formality, 
register and voice according to 
the purpose and audience 
• read work aloud to check its 
intended effect 
 

Assess Communicate coherently 
and effectively with increased 
confidence, independence and 
audience awareness: 
• independently identify 
purpose and potential 
audience/s, and the intended 
effect of their writing upon them 
• draw on reading and research 
to select context and vocabulary 
• plan writing, noting and 
developing ideas, either 
independently or through peer 
discussion 
• draft and write, selecting 
appropriate level of formality, 
register and voice according to 
the purpose and audience 
• read work aloud to check its 
intended effect 
• use precise, nuanced or 
figurative vocabulary, whether 
to inform, interest or entertain 
the reader 
• explore the effect of their 
poetry on the reader 
• use further organisational 
devices to guide the reader e.g. 
in non-narrative writing 
• proof-read for clarity of 
meaning and effect 

Grammar and Punctuation 
Word Classes 

Consolidate Review common, 
proper and collective nouns 
 

Introduce Discuss abstract 
nouns e.g. sadness, love  
 

Consolidate Revise use of  
commas in lists for more 
obscure contexts e.g. shops, 
hotels, companies, landmarks 
 

Consolidate Play games to 
reinforce four key word classes 
 

Introduce Identify and use 
pronouns to avoid repetition 
 

Introduce Discuss whether or 
not noun phrases in texts are 
effective  

 

Practise Compose expanded 
noun phrases and apply to 
writing 
 

Assess Evaluate own and others’ 
noun phrases 
 

Introduce Find all the 
determiners in a given sentence 
 

Introduce Discuss different types 
of determiners 
 

Practise Identify preposition 
phrases in sentences, including 
prepositions of place and time 
e.g. He was in bed / I met them 
after the party 
 

Practise Model use of fronted 
adverbial, ensuring correct use 
of comma 
 

Develop Discuss the effect of  
moving position of adverbial 
e.g. make human sentences with 
word cards 
 
Practise Apply fronted 
adverbials to own writing 
 
Assess Dictate sentences 

Practise Use cloze procedure 
activity to insert words of a 
given word class, including 
pronoun, preposition and 
determiner 
 

Practise Edit teacher’s weak 
sentence which requires 
improvement 
 

Develop Dictate sentences which 
model word classes taught 
 

Practise Also identify word 
classes in contexts which are 
challenging 
 

Develop In guided writing, 
discuss whether particular 
words are effective - Do they 
make the sentence stronger?; 
How? 
 

Consolidate Play games to 
consolidate word classes 

Develop Sort banks of nouns to 
identify common, proper, 
collective and abstract e.g. 
strength, horror 
 

Practise Play games to reinforce 
four key word classes, to 
include challenging words which 
can be used in different ways 
e.g. hollow 
 

Practise Identify synonyms and 
antonyms 
 

Practise Identify the possessive 
pronoun e.g. her, our, my 
 

Develop Compose expanded 
noun phrases and apply to 
writing 
 
Assess Evaluate own and others’ 
noun phrases to consider their 
effect 

Practise Find all the determiners 
in a given sentence 
 

Develop Collect a bank of 
further synonyms using 
thesaurus, referring to this 
when writing 
 

Practise Identify preposition 
phrases in sentences, including 
prepositions of place and time 
practise use of fronted 
adverbial, ensuring correct 
placement of comma 
 

Develop Discuss the effect of  
moving position of adverbial 
e.g. make human sentences with 
word cards 
 
Assess Identify other adverbials 
in shared reading and writing 

Embed Use cloze procedure 
activity to insert words of a 
given word class, including 
pronoun, preposition and 
determiner 
 

Develop Edit teacher’s weak 
sentence which requires 
improvement 
 

Assess Dictate sentences which 
model word classes taught 
 

Embed Play games to 
consolidate word classes 
 

Develop Also identify word 
classes in contexts which are 
challenging 
 

Assess Independently find the 
antonyms to a set of given 
words 
 

Embed  Revise possessive 
pronoun 
 

Embed  Strengthen and improve 
verbs in writing 
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Sentence Functions Consolidate Play games to 
secure understanding of four 
sentence functions 
 
Consolidate Evaluate own and 
each other’s writing in order to 
check for variation of sentence 
types to interest the reader 
 
Introduce Identify rhetorical 
questions in texts 

Practise Identify statements 
when reading cross curricular 
texts e.g. in Science 
 
Practise Raise questions about a 
topic or for an interview, and 
punctuate appropriately 
 
Assess Choose whether or not a 
command needs an exclamation 
mark 

Develop Identify commands and 
questions from more abstract 
possibilities (which may be 
indirect) 
 
Practise Write a variety of 
sentence types when writing 
dialogue, in order to show 
character or advance the action 
e.g. exclamation 

Develop Play games to secure 
understanding of four sentence 
types 
 
Practise Evaluate own and each 
other’s writing in order to check 
for variation of sentence types 
to interest the reader 
 
Assess Identify rhetorical 
questions in texts 

Develop Identify statements 
when reading cross curricular 
texts e.g. in History 
 
Embed Raise questions and 
punctuate appropriately 
 
Assess Choose whether a 
question is reported or whether 
it needs a ? e.g. He asked her to 
sit down. 

Embed Identify commands, 
questions and exclamations 
from more abstract possibilities 
(which may be indirect) 
 
Assess Write a variety of 
sentence types when writing 
dialogue, in order to show 
character or advance the action 

Combining Words, Phrases and 
Clauses 

Introduce During shared 
writing, model relative clauses 
in which the relative pronoun 
refers back to the noun e.g. 
That’s the boy who lives next 
door 
 
Introduce Collect a bank of 
relative pronouns (/ 
conjunctions) in writing journal 
e.g. which, who, that 
 
Assess Dictate sentences which 
include relative clauses 

Introduce Identify adverbials 
both within and at the front of 
sentences 
 
Introduce Discuss how these 
add cohesion to texts 
 
Introduce Discuss the effect of 
moving the position of a fronted 
adverbial 
 
Practise Collect sets of time 
connectives from texts e.g. the 
day after, eventually, all of a 
sudden 
 
Assess Highlight cohesive 
devices in non-fiction and fiction 
texts 

Practise Provide sentences 
which require most appropriate 
choice of conjunction 
 
Develop Include and revise 
relative clauses 
 
 

Practise During shared writing, 
identify relative clauses in which 
the relative pronoun refers back 
to the noun e.g. I’m eating 
pasta, which is my favourite 
food 
 
Practise Identify parenthesis in 
texts 
 
Develop Discuss the extra 
information provided 
 
Develop Model variety of 
punctuation’ to indicate 
parenthesis 
 
Assess Dictate sentences 

Develop Identify adverbials in 
texts during shared and guided 
reading, and discuss how these 
add cohesion 
 
Develop Discuss the effect of 
moving the position of a fronted 
adverbial 
 
Assess Highlight cohesive 
devices in non-fiction and fiction 
texts 
 
Develop Collect and display 
connectives which provide 
cohesion across texts, 
particularly when introducing a 
paragraph 

Embed Write formal and 
informal sentences, selecting 
conjunctions and cohesive 
devices to suit level of formality 
 
Embed Dictate formal and 
informal sentences 
 
Embed Read and enjoy poetry, 
comparing its use of sentence 
structure and punctuation with 
that of prose 
 
Assess Write different types of 
poems 

Verb Tenses Introduce Identify modal verbs 
in sentences e.g. could, may, 
(also adverbs e.g. perhaps, 
surely) 
 
Introduce Discuss their degree 
of possibility or certainty  
 
Consolidate Revise spellings of 
regular and irregular past tense 
verbs 
 
Assess Edit sentences or short 
paragraphs which mix tenses 
erroneously 
 
Introduce Sort sentence cards in 
the present perfect / past perfect 
e.g. He has taken the dog for a 
walk / She had enjoyed 
gardening. 
 

Practise Identify the verb forms 
of a challenging extract which 
may mix forms, to include 
progressive / perfect tenses 
 
Practise Identify 1st or 3rd 
person in shared or class 
reading, and discuss tenses used 
experiment with writing from 
1st person point of view in the 
present tense e.g. in the middle 
of a tense situation 
 
Assess Convert short extract 
from present to past tense 
 
Consolidate Revise verbs in 
progressive tense 

Practise Maintain consistency of 
tense when writing fiction and 
non-fiction texts 
 
Practise Identify and revise 
present perfect and past perfect 
verb forms 
 
Practise Dictate sentences which 
include modal verbs 
 
Develop Increasingly control a 
variety of verb forms in spoken 
and written contexts 
 
Develop Identify confidently 
during reading 
 
Assess Spell correctly a wide 
range of verb forms useful and 
relevant to own writing 
 

Develop Identify modal verbs in 
sentences e.g. should, may, 
(also adverbs e.g. possibly) 
 
Develop Discuss their degree of 
certainty 
 
Practise Revise spellings of a 
wide set of regular and irregular 
past tense verbs e.g. bought, 
brought 
 
Assess Edit sentences or short 
paragraphs which mix tenses 
erroneously 
 
Assess Sort sentence cards in 
the present perfect / past perfect 
tenses e.g. He’s left the room / 
She had loved having a pet. 

Embed Identify the verb forms 
of a challenging extract which 
may mix forms 
 
Develop Identify 1st or 3rd 
person in shared or guided 
reading  
 
Develop Discuss the effect of the 
tense used 
 
Embed Dictate sentences which 
model different verb forms 
convert short extract from 
present to past tense, and vice 
versa 
 
Practise Revise modal verbs and 
verbs in progressive tense, both 
present and past e.g. she was 
considering 
 
Assess Edit and improve given 
examples 

Embed Compare sentences in 
simple past with perfect past 
verb form 
 
Embed Dictate sentences which 
include variety of tense forms 
 
Embed Maintain consistency of 
tense when writing fiction and 
non-fiction texts 
 
Embed Employ and control a 
variety of verb forms in spoken 
and written contexts 
 
Assess Spell correctly a wide 
range of verb forms useful and 
relevant to own writing 
 
Assess Identify 1st or 3rd person 
when reading 
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Punctuation Introduce Model, discuss and 
use commas to separate clauses 
effectively 
insert comma accurately when 
writing a relative clause 
 
Introduce Discuss idea of 
‘ambiguity’, when meaning is 
not clear 
revise use of comma to separate 
items in a list 
 
Consolidate Revise use of 
possessive apostrophe for 
singular, regular and irregular 
plural nouns e.g. the woman’s 
hat, the women’s hats 

Practise Edit deliberate 
punctuation errors 
 
Practise Add punctuation to 
dictated sentences 
 
Introduce Model and practise 
punctuating parenthesis using 
pairs of commas, dashes or 
brackets 
 
Practise Use comma for all its 
purposes e.g. in punctuating 
direct speech, in lists, for 
parenthesis and to separate 
clauses for clarity 
 
Introduce Begin to use a single 
dash 
 
Introduce Use punctuation fans   

Practise Use bullet points where 
appropriate 
 
Practise Revise use of 
apostrophe for omission and 
possession 
 
Develop Provide dictated 
sentences which require 
decisions about punctuation 
 
Practise Read sentence aloud to 
hear its sense 
 
Assess Discuss, highlight and 
analyse range of punctuation in 
texts, sometimes improving 
punctuation choices 
 
Develop Revise meaning of 
ambiguity 

Practise Use a colon to 
introduce a list 
 
Develop Discuss and use 
commas, semi-colons and colons 
to separate clauses effectively 
 
Develop Discuss idea of 
ambiguity, when meaning is not 
clear 
 
Develop Model and practise 
punctuating parenthesis, using 
pairs of commas, dashes or 
brackets 
 
Develop Identify ellipsis in texts 
 
Assess Edit deliberate 
punctuation errors 
 
Develop Dictate sentences 

Develop Identify and model use 
of hyphen e.g. man-eating shark 
 
Develop Revise use of possessive 
apostrophe for singular plural 
nouns e.g. Tom’s pen, factories’ 
chimneys, children’s pet 
 
Embed Use comma for all its 
purposes e.g. in punctuating 
direct speech, in lists, for 
parenthesis and to separate 
clauses for clarity 
 
Assess Use a single dash 
 
Embed Use punctuation fans   

Develop Use bullet points where 
appropriate 
 
Embed Revise use of apostrophe 
 
Embed Provide dictated 
sentences which require 
decisions about punctuation, 
sometimes including dash, semi-
colon and colon 
 
Embed Read sentence aloud to 
hear its sense 
 
Assess Discuss, highlight and 
analyse range of punctuation in 
texts, sometimes improving 
punctuation choices 
 
Develop Revise meaning of 
ambiguity 

Vocabulary Introduce Discuss and collect set 
of nouns made from adjectives, 
with the suffixes ance / ence e.g. 
tolerance (tolerant) 
 
Introduce Define and discuss 
effective vocabulary in class text 
/poetry, including figurative 
language 
 
Introduce Use a thesaurus 

Practise Define and spell 
adjectives with the suffix ‘ious’ 
e.g. vicious, cautious 
 
Practise Define meaning of a 
range of further homophones 
 
Introduce Discuss adverbials in 
own and others’ writing 
 
Practise Collect new vocabulary 
in a journal 

Develop Refine understanding of 
the meaning of less familiar 
words, being more adventurous 
to use these in own writing 
 
Practise Use a dictionary and 
thesaurus to build these skills 
 
Assess Match homophone word 
cards to their meanings 

Develop Discuss and collect 
further nouns made from 
adjectives, with the suffixes 
ance / ence e.g. innocence 
(innocent) 
 
Develop Define and discuss 
effective vocabulary in class text 
/poetry, including figurative 
language 
 
Develop Use a thesaurus 

Develop Define and spell 
adjectives made from verbs e.g. 
noticeable (notice), reliable 
(rely) 
 
Develop Define and spell further 
homophones 
 
Embed In shared or guided 
reading, discuss precise 
meaning of vocabulary, 
sometimes using a dictionary 

Embed Refine definitions of 
challenging words, being more 
adventurous to use these in own 
writing 
 
Embed Use a dictionary and 
thesaurus to build these skills 
 
Assess Edit and improve words 
 
Assess Match homophone word 
cards to their meanings 

Standard English and Formality Consolidate Revise correct use 
of subject/verb agreement to 
conform to Standard English 
e.g. I done/did it carefully. 

Introduce Identify, discuss and 
correct sentences which contain 
a double negative e.g. I’m not 
doing nothing. 

Practise In spoken and written 
contexts, apply known rules of 
Standard English to practise 
formal language 

Develop Confidently identify the 
subject and object/s of a 
sentence; revise correct use of 
subject/verb agreement 

Embed Identify, discuss and 
correct sentences which contain 
a double negative e.g. You can’t 
have no sweets. 

Assess Apply Standard English 
to practise formal language, 
including the subjunctive form 
e.g. Were they to get lost… 

Spelling 
No-Nonsense Spellings 
 
Year 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go 
 

Words with the letter string 
‘ough’ 
 

Words with ‘silent’ letters 
 

Use of spelling journals for 
etymology 
 

Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-
ible’ 
 

Homophones (isle/aisle, 
aloud/allowed, affect/effect, 
herd/heard, past/passed) 
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Plurals (adding ‘-s’, ‘-es’ and ‘-
ies’ 
 

Apostrophe for contraction and 
possession 
Words with ‘silent’ letters 
 

Use of the hyphen 
 

Proofreading, focusing on 
checking words from personal 
lists 
 

Using a dictionary to support 
learning word roots, derivations 
and spelling patterns 
 

Using dictionaries to create 
word webs 
 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go 
 

Apostrophe for possession 
 

Rare GPCs (bruise, guarantee, 
immediately, vehicle, yacht) 
 

Use of spelling journals for 
etymology 
 

Words ending in ‘-ably’ and ‘-
ibly’ 
 

Homophones (led/lead, 
steel/steal, alter/altar) 
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 
 

Proofreading: checking from 
another source after writing 
 

Building words from root words 
 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt 
‘ei’ 
 

‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 
 

Homophones  
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go 
 

Strategies for learning words: 
using a range of strategies 
 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: using etymological/ 
morphological strategies for 
spelling 
 

Proofreading for words on 
statutory list 
 

Use of spelling journals for 
etymology 
 

Homophones (cereal/serial, 
father/farther, guessed/ guest, 
morning/mourning, 
who’s/whose) 

Proofreading: use of dictionary 
to check words referring to first 
three or four letters 
 

Proofreading: use of dictionary 
to check words 
 

Strategies for learning words: 
problem suffixes 
Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-
ible’ 
 

Homophones  
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 
 



 

7 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: building new words 
from known morphemes 
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Homophones  
 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

 

Spelling 
No-Nonsense Spellings 
 
Year 6 
 
 
 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go 
 
Words ending ‘-able’/ 
‘-ably’, and ‘-ible’/‘-ibly’ 
 
Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-
ible’ 
 
Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowels to words ending in ‘-fer’ 
 
Proofreading in smaller chunks 
(sentences, paragraphs) 

Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory word list 
 
Homophones (‘ce’/‘se’) 
 
Endings that sound like 
/ʃəs/ spelt ‘-cious’ or ‘-tious’ 
 
 

Words with ‘ough’ letter string 
 
Words ending ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial’ 
 
Proofreading someone else’s 
writing 
 
Generating words from 
Prefixes 
 
Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Homophones (dessert/ desert, 
stationery/ stationary, 
complement/ compliment, 
principle/ principal, 
prophet/profit) 
 
Homophones covered in KS2 
 
Proofreading 
 
Generating words from 
prefixes and roots 
 
Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go 
 
Rare GPCs from statutory word 
list 
 
Words ending in ‘ant’, ‘-ance 
and ‘-ancy’ 
 
Proofreading own writing 
independently 
 
Root words and meaning 
 
Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-ence’ and 
‘-ency’  
 
Homophones (draught/ draft, 
dissent/descent, 
precede/proceed, wary/ weary)  
 
Commonly misspelt 
homophones  
 
Strategies for learning words: 
words from statutory and 
personal spelling lists 

Handwriting 
Morrell’s Handwriting Scheme 
 
Year 5 

As per the Morrell’s Handwriting Scheme and our handwriting policy, progression should be tailored to each child’s individual skills and needs. As a guide, children in Year 5 should aim to work through 
‘Joining Letters: Workbook 2’ containing the following: 
hi, in, un, th, mu, ca, de, ea, ca, as, re, da, oo, ou, ol, oa, or, ri, wh, ro, ov, wa, rd, va, we, oc, days of the week, months of the year, numbers 1 - 10  
 

Handwriting 
Morrell’s Handwriting Scheme 
 
Year 6 

As per the Morrell’s Handwriting Scheme and our handwriting policy, progression should be tailored to each child’s individual skills and needs. As a guide, children in Year 6 should aim to work through 
‘Joining Letters: Workbook 3’ containing the following: 
words instead of ‘said’ e.g. announced, shrieked, declared, warned; words instead of ‘went’ e.g. approached, dashed, scuttled, prowled; words instead of ‘big’ e.g. enormous, tremendous, gigantic, vast; 
words instead of ‘small’ e.g. compact, microscopic, slender, insignificant; homophones; direct speech with speech marks; reported speech with and without speech marks; punctuation (varied); story 
openings; story endings; paragraphs 
 


