
Our English Curriculum
at Alfriston School



At Alfriston Primary school we strive for excellence in all areas of English achievement 
throughout the school. Reading and literature sharing are at the heart of our teaching of 

English as we believe that reading is one of the main resources we have for showing 
children what words can do. We recognise that the acquisition of English, both spoken 

and written, is fundamental to the overall development of the child and their access to the 
curriculum in all its aspects ‘Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for 
success in all subjects’ (National Curriculum in England: framework for key stages 1 to 4, 
Section 6.1) Our main aims are to ensure every single child becomes primary literate and 

progresses in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening and to allow them 
access to the full curriculum on offer.



Our English curriculum is built around the ‘rich text’. In 
placing high quality texts at the heart of our planning in 

every year group, we can offer a diverse landscape of 
learning experiences and develop children’s knowledge, 
understanding and use of spoken and written English 

within a balanced and exciting curriculum.



Reception 
Phonics and early reading 



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds Revised as 
our systematic, 
synthetic phonics (SSP) 
programme to teach 
early reading and 
spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised



Supporting your child with phonics

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


• Segment the sounds

• Say the sounds 

• Blend to read 

• (Left to right) 

Segmenting and Blending 



Group reading sessions three times per week. 

What does group reading look like in Pearl Class?



Books going home



• Aim to hear your child read 
at least 5 times a week.

• Your child should be able to 
read their book without your 
help.

• If they can’t read a word 
read it to them.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to 
read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as 

you can by changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you 
can:

o Introduce new and exciting 
language

o Encourage your child to use new 
vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

o Describe things you see.

Read to your child



5 stories, poems or songs a day!



Rich Texts 



Reception 
Spelling 



• Say the word

• Segment the sounds

• Count the sounds

• Write them down.

Spelling



Tricky words 



Reception 
Writing 



Before we can write it, we need to be 
able to say it!



• Daily writing opportunities within phonics 

• Weekly adult led writing sessions

• Independent writing opportunities 

• Purposeful writing opportunities 

Writing in Reception 



Handwriting in Pearl Class
Reception



Handwriting



We use the large grapheme cards 
to trace and copy. 

These come with a rhyme the children 
learn and say as they form the letter. 

We practice with our magic finger in the 
air, on our hands and then on a 
whiteboard. 

We then practice these on letter 
formation sheets throughout the week. 

Handwriting



Early handwriting starts with 
pre-writing skills. 

This includes mark making and 
developing fine and gross 
motor skills required for 
writing. 

Finger strengthening and pencil 
grip are key to prewriting skills. 

Handwriting



What does reading look like in 
Ruby Class?



• Your child will read the same text 
three times during weekly reading 
practice sessions.

• Each read will have a different 
focus; decoding, prosody and 
comprehension.

• After three sessions, your child will 
bring the same book home to read.

• They should be able to read this 
independently.  They will continue 
to develop fluency and confidence.

Reading groups



We use assessment to match your child the 
right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky 
words in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the time 
they bring the book home – but 
they should be able to do this on 
their own.

Reading a book at the right level



• Aim to hear your child read at 
least 5 times a week.

• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

• Record this in their reading 
record.

Listening to your child read their phonics 
book



Books going home



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you 

can by changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

oEncourage your child to use new 
vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

oFind different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults 

can give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Please continue to read with your child 
each night and encourage them to:

• Sound out

• Re-read to check it makes sense.

• Ask questions and talk about the 
book.

And most importantly ENJOY READING!

REMEMBER: Phonics is not the only thing needed to 
become a fluent reader and writer.



• Your child will read a Little 
Wandle Fluency chapter book 
three times each week.

• Once your child has completed 
the book, it will be sent home for 
your child to read again.

• They should be able to read this 
independently.  They will 
continue to extend vocabulary, 
develop fluency and confidence.

Reading groups in Year 2



Books going home



• In addition to their Fluency book, 
your child will continue to bring 
home a colour banded book.  This 
‘Reading for pleasure book’ will have 
been selected by your child to be 
enjoyed at home.

• Your child will be regularly assessed 
so that they bring home a carefully 
matched banded level that your child 
is working within.

• While your child should be able to 
read this independently, it is for you 
to enjoy and discuss together.

Book Bands



Questions for reading



What does spelling look like in 
Ruby Class?



Year 1



Year 2
The Little Wandle program bridges the gap 
from phonics to spelling. In the first term of 
Year 2, the children revise and secure Phase 5 
phonics. Following this, they spend the next 
term learning the foundational skills for 
spelling and the rest of the year covers all 
Year 2 spelling requirements.

Repeated practice of spelling helps the 
children move their new learning into their 
long-term memory. Weekly spelling are 
uploaded on Google Classroom to support 
this additional practice at home. 



• Say the word

• Segment the sounds

• Count the sounds

• Write them down.

Spelling



Tricky Words / Common Exception 
words 

• Words that are not phonically decodable

e.g. was, the, I

• Some are ‘tricky’ to start with but will 
become decodable once we have learned the 
harder phonemes

e.g.    out,  there, like

• Tricky words that remain ‘tricky’ are 
covered in Year 2 spellings and referred to 
as ‘prickly’ words

e.g.   people, laugh



Common exception words in  Key Stage 1







What does writing look like in 
Ruby Class?



Rich Texts



• A wanted poster 
• A section of a fairy-tale

Rich Texts



Handwriting in Ruby Class
Year 1 and 2



• Warm-up exercises
• Modelling
• Correct posture
• Letter formation
• Daily practice

Handwriting



Reading in Sapphire Class
Year 3 and 4



• Your child will read the same text 
three times during weekly reading 
practice sessions.

• Each read will have a different focus; 
decoding, prosody and 
comprehension.

• After three sessions, your child will 
bring the same book home to read.

• They should be able to read this 
independently.  They will continue to 
develop fluency and confidence.

Year 3 Reading groups - Little Wandle



Year 3 books going home



Destination Reader is a structured approach to reading that helps children develop deeper 
understanding and enjoyment of texts.

Key Features:

• Reading Strategies: Children learn skills like predicting, clarifying, connecting, questioning, 
summarising, and making inferences.
• Partner Talk: Pupils discuss ideas and explain their thinking—building confidence and 
comprehension.
• Reading for Pleasure: We choose rich, engaging books to spark curiosity and a love of reading.

Why It Matters:
This approach builds thoughtful, independent readers who can tackle challenging texts and enjoy 
reading as a lifelong habit.

Year 4 Reading Groups –
Destination Reader



• Aim to hear your child read at 
least 5 times a week.

• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it 
to them.

• Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their book



Smart 
Questioning



Spelling in Sapphire Class
Year 3 and 4





KS2 Spelling



Spelling should be taught, not caught - children 
need to learn spelling patterns and rules, statutory 
words, common exceptions and personal spellings. 
No Nonsense Spelling teaches spelling in a 'Little-
but-often' structure which allows children to revisit 
and review, learn new strategies and apply.

A variety of strategies are suggested so that 
children with different learning styles can find out 
what works well for them. Handwriting activities 
are also included, to develop muscle memory of the 
spelling pattern.

The series has clear progression through each year 
from Year 3 and is helpful because it splits the work 
for Years 3 and 4, 5 and 6 into single year groups, 
building on previous learning.

Suggestions for homework are adapted for children 
to use range of strategies, and regular tests can be 
built in.

No Nonsense Spelling



Writing in Sapphire Class

Year 3 and 4



Rich 
Texts



• An information leaflet on recycling
• A found poster
• A film review
• A persuasive letter
• A newspaper report

Rich Texts



Handwriting in Sapphire Class
Year 3 and 4



Warm up exercises and posture



Reading in Emerald Class
Year 5 and 6



Destination Reader is our approach to teaching reading in KS2. It involves engaging sessions 
incorporating whole class modelling prior to the children applying these skills through partner 
work and independent reading. Children deepen their understanding of the texts they read 
through the systematic use of a series of strategies and language stems. 

The approach encompasses the key principles of effective reading provision and fully meets the 
requirements of the National Curriculum by creating deep understanding of texts, developing 
oracy around reading and increasing breadth of reading. Destination Reader also helps to build a 
culture of reading for pleasure and purpose.

Destination Reader also provides us with a toolkit for assessing children’s reading levels and to 
monitor their progress effectively and in line with our book banding system.

Destination Reader





Smart 
Questioning



Reading book bands were introduced as a way for schools to give children the opportunity to read 
a range of texts from a variety of publishers on their literacy journey.

Now, they're the most common system that's used by schools to assess a child's reading level in 
the UK, especially since the 2014 national curriculum no longer references reading levels.

Reading book bands are used from Reception all the way through to year 6, with the expectation 
that year 4 and beyond will develop their fluency through class library books.

These are the book bands for KS2 from Year 4+. At the book bands Black, it's expected that 
children are super confident in their reading and require little help or guidance from an adult.

Book Bands

See guidance for KS1 bands



Spelling in Emerald Class
Year 5 and 6





KS2 Spelling



Spelling should be taught, not caught - children 
need to learn spelling patterns and rules, 
statutory words, common exceptions and 
personal spellings. No Nonsense Spelling teaches 
spelling in a 'Little-but-often' structure which 
allows children to revisit and review, learn new 
strategies and apply.

A variety of strategies are suggested so that 
children with different learning styles can find 
out what works well for them. Handwriting 
activities are also included, to develop muscle 
memory of the spelling pattern.

The series has clear progression through each 
year from Year 3, and is helpful because it splits 
the work for Years 3 and 4, 5 and 6 into single 
year groups, building on previous learning.

Suggestions for homework are adapted for 
children to use range of strategies, and regular 
tests can be built in.

No Nonsense Spelling



Writing in Emerald Class
Year 5 and 6



Rich Texts



Writing for 
Purpose



Handwriting



The importance of handwriting should not be under-estimated. Good handwriting is an essential 
skill and must be actively taught by demonstration, explanation and practice across the whole 
school. A good standard of neat handwriting is a life skill, which enhances the presentation of 
work across different areas of the curriculum.

We believe that handwriting is a developmental process with its own distinctive stages of 
progression from letter formation through to letter joins while practising speed and fluency. Being 
taught letter formation in the correct families during the early foundation years of a child’s 
education will ensure a lasting and fluent handwriting habit. It is of utmost priority that the 
correct letter formation, letter direction and spacing are all embedded and used with skill before 
introducing joined up handwriting.

We aim for all children in the school to develop a flexible, fluent and legible handwriting style, 
which will enable the children to write with confidence and creativity. It is vital that children are 
able to write with ease, speed and legibility.

Morrells Handwriting





Any Questions?


